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UCCS Integrated Core Learning Outcomes Assessment Plan 

 

Rationale: 

The University Core of Common Studies aspires to provide undergraduate students more than a 

set of competencies in a wide variety of knowledge areas.  Central to the notion of 

transformative education in the Jesuit tradition is the pursuit of an integration of knowledge into 

a comprehensive, transcendent vision of life that guides how students act as responsible members 

of the global human family.  The core learning outcomes are designed, therefore, with these 

aspirations in mind; given their centrality to the mission of the University, a thoughtful process 

of ongoing assessment is necessary. 

 

Assumptions: 

 The skills and knowledges developed in Core courses help to prepare students to succeed 

in their coursework for their undergraduate majors. 

 The assignments to be assessed must be part of regular (i.e., graded) coursework to 

ensure student motivation. 

 The senior experience/capstone courses are not being evaluated by this process.  Rather, 

these courses are providing crucial sites to assess student proficiency with the Integrated 

Core Learning Outcomes.  This assessment process may or may not be directly linked to 

any other assessments faculty are doing for their courses/departments/units/colleges. 

 Faculty teaching senior experience/capstone courses benefit from this process because 

they have a right to expect a high degree of proficiency among our undergraduates with 

the Integrated Core Learning Outcomes by the time they enroll in such courses, and this 

process is, in part, designed to give faculty the opportunity to identify Core learning 

outcomes that are not being fulfilled. 

 The role of the Core Curriculum Review Committee (CCRC) is to provide an external 

evaluation of assessment results produced by senior experience/capstone courses; and to 

facilitate conversations among stakeholders across the University about the needs of 

undergraduates in all of the colleges. 

 

Relationship to assessment of Knowledge Area Learning Outcomes: 

The University Core of Common Studies has a two-part system of assessment: 

Knowledge Area Learning Outcomes will be assessed in the knowledge area courses 

according to a four-year rotating schedule; 

Integrated Core Learning Outcomes will be assessed yearly based upon the voluntary 

participation of faculty teaching senior experiences/capstones from across the 

undergraduate colleges. 

 

Process: 

A set of rubrics for each of the four Integrated Core Learning Outcomes has been designed by a 

team of faculty experts from across the undergraduate colleges.  These rubrics will be used by 

faculty teaching senior experience/capstone courses to evaluate one or more of the Integrated 

Core Learning Outcomes. 

 

Timeline: 
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Date Action Responsible party 

Spring 

semester 

Identify and recruit faculty teaching senior 

experience/capstone courses during the following 

academic year. 

 Goal 1: to have at least one senior 

experience/capstone course from each of the 

undergraduate colleges; 

 Goal 2: to have each integrated core learning 

outcome assessed by at least two different senior 

experience/capstone courses. 

CCRC 

Summer 

semester 

Consult with senior experience/capstone instructors to 

discuss assignments that will be used to assess integrated 

core learning outcomes. 

 Goal: to utilize assignments that are clearly 

integrated within the course and not "add-ons."  

The ideal assignment is one that requires the 

student to draw upon the skills and knowledges 

developed in Core courses to fulfill the tasks 

associated with the course. 

Director of CCRC 

End of 

fall 

semester 

Faculty teaching senior experience/capstone courses in 

the Fall semester will evaluate the designated 

assignment(s) using the Integrated Core Learning 

Outcome rubrics.  Faculty would then submit reports on 

assessment results to Director of CCRC.  The report 

would include: 

 information on the assignment assessed 

 data on student proficiency levels as determined 

by the assignment (this would need to include 

tallies of how many students earned each 

proficiency level) 

 artifacts/examples from each proficiency level 

(e.g., Proficient, Competent, Developing) 

 a brief report (1-2 pp.) detailing findings of the 

assessment and recommendations based on 

results observed. 

Faculty members teaching 

senior experience/capstone 

courses 

1/15-30 Meeting of CCRC to discuss initial results reported from 

faculty teaching senior experience/capstone courses 

CCRC 

4/15 Contact faculty who have participated in the assessment 

process during the past academic year to invite feedback 

on the rubrics (due 5/30): 

 can the rubrics be revised to be more effective or 

clear? 

 Are there other ways in which students can 

demonstrate proficiency with outcomes in a 

capstone task or assignment not currently listed in 

the "operationalized" examples for the Integrated 

Core Learning Outcomes? 

 Are the learning outcomes themselves still 

appropriate or do any of them need to be 

Director of CCRC 
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revisited? 

End of 

spring 

semester 

Faculty teaching senior experience/capstone courses in 

the Spring semester will evaluate the designated 

assignment using the Integrated Core Learning Outcome 

rubrics.  Faculty would then submit report on assessment 

results to Director of CCRC.  The report would include: 

 information on the assignment assessed 

 data on student proficiency levels as determined 

by the assignment 

 artifacts/examples from each proficiency level 

(e.g., Proficient, Competent, Developing) 

 a brief report (1-2 pp.) detailing findings of the 

assessment and recommendations based on 

results observed. 

Faculty members teaching 

senior experience/capstone 

courses 

6/15 Forward assessment results to Director of Assessment Director of CCRC 

7/15 Submit report on assessment results to Director of CCRC.  

Report would include: 

 aggregated data across courses assessed for each 

Integrated Core Learning Outcome; 

 artifacts/examples from each proficiency level 

 initial recommendations based on observed trends 

Director of Assessment 

9/1-30 Presentation of results and additional recommendations to 

CCRC 

 instructors of senior experience/capstone courses 

previous academic year will be invited to the 

CCRC meeting for their input 

Director of CCRC 

10/1 Submission of results and revise recommendations of 

CCRC to University Board of Undergraduate Studies 

(UBUS) and Vice Provost for Undergraduate Teaching 

and Programs 

CCRC 

10/15-30/ “Closing the loop” stage 1: Discussion with UBUS and 

other relevant stakeholders of how to implement any 

necessary revisions to Core courses based on assessment 

results and recommendations. 

UBUS? 

1/15-30 "Closing the loop" stage 2: after conversations with 

relevant stakeholders, submit proposals as necessary for 

revising or improving courses and/or assignments to 

CCRC 

Director of CCRC 

 

 


