Fall 2008 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

HIST 113—American Foreign Relations 1








MWF 1:00

Dr. Michael Donoghue








This course will examine the rise of the United States from colony to empire from the years 1776 through 1913.  We will analyze the imperial context of British colonists prior to the Revolution, the diplomacy of the War for Independence, U.S. attempts at maintaining neutrality during the 1790s, the Louisiana Purchase, the War of 1812, conflicts with Amerindian nations, the Mexican War, westward expansion and Manifest Destiny, the diplomacy of the Civil War, the imperialist surge of the 1890s-1910s, the Open Door controversy in China, and the building of a U.S. empire in the Caribbean Basin.  This course will especially explore the intimate connections between foreign and domestic policy, the role of slavery in U.S. international relations, and the influence of racial and gendered ideologies in the formation of American empire.  The course will be reading intensive with a midterm, a final exam, short in-class writing exercises, and 3 short papers.
HIST 115—Religion and American Life

TuTh 12:35-1:50

Fr. Steven Avella

The religious beliefs of native peoples, Europeans, Asians, and Africans all played a role in what one historian has called "the American pageant."  This class surveys the role religion has played in American life.  It is a social and cultural history of the United States.  It is an opportunity to understand the interplay between theological ideas and concepts and the "lived experience" of American citizens.
Some key issues:

   The religious world of American Indians

   The French and Spanish encounter with Indian religions

   Religious motivations in the founding of the British Colonies

   Puritanism: Fact and Myth

   Awakenings and Revivals

   The Revolutionary Moment: Religion and the Founding of America

   Were the Founding Fathers Christians?

   The Second Great Awakening and Reform

   The Civil War as Moral Struggle

   Science and Religion: Capitulation or Compromise

   Immigrants, Cities and Churches

   War, Depression and Religious Revival

   Religious Traditions of the East and the American Experience

   Culture Wars: Religion and Politics
The core of the course is a typical chronological survey of religion and American life.  However, the 2008 presidential campaign provides an important opportunity to view and analyze the intersections between religion and public life.  We will be tracking the role and influence of religious people and ideas on the political landscape and relating them to larger themes we will be studying in the chronological survey.
HIST 120—African American History

MWF 1:00

HIST 122—A History of Women in America

MWF 12:00

Dr. Kristen Foster

In this course, we will explore the history of women and the variety of women’s experiences in America from pre-European contact to the present.  We will study the ways that women in particular have shaped their lives and the development of the United States. We will learn about the indigenous women who endured conquest and survival.  We will explore the experiences of African women who arrived in America as the human property of European settlers and the ways that they slowly became African Americans.  We will work to understand the variety experiences of Euro-American women from first contact to the present.  As we study this complex material, we will join together to develop an understanding of how being a woman in America cannot be defined by a singular racial, class, ethnic, or sexual experience.   As with America itself, the history of women in the United States may be told many ways.  During each week we will combine lectures with discussions so that you have the opportunity to share your ideas and your reactions to both the readings and the lectures with the class.  This setting will enable you to share ideas, test your beliefs, hone your communication skills, and develop the crucial skill of critical thinking.  

HIST 124—Cultural and Intellectual History of the United States

MWF 10:00
Dr. Kristen Foster

This class will offer undergraduates the opportunity to explore American history by looking closely at ideas and cultural development. We will work to find our own definition of what culture is, how it is bound by time and place, and how it affects human interactions.  We will look at a variety of works that illuminate the role that culture plays in creating conflict, giving life meaning, and ultimately re-creating America.  In addition to weekly reading assignments, you will be required to participate vigorously in discussions on a variety of topics including colonial America and the cultural clashes that came with European conquests of native peoples, the first flowering of a self-consciously American culture after the American Revolution, and a variety of group experiences in America.  We will look at how culture is shaped by race, gender, ethnicity, religion, and class.  We will explore topics like the fur trade, the Puritan “city upon a hill,” baseball, the American Renaissance, politics, slavery, nativisim, Victorianism, modernism, advertising, the infamous “Sixties,” and the legacy of it all.  Finally, we will examine traditional literary sources, but we will also learn to use material culture as an analytical tool.  Places, architecture, museums, movies, paintings and music will all become our tools for historical analysis.  In the end, perhaps we will discover that culture and ideas, too, are powerful historical forces.

HIST 145—Twentieth Century Europe

MWF 11:00

Fr. Michael Zeps, S.J.

This will be a traditional lecture course with plenty of room for discussion.  It will be concerned primarily with the years 1914-1989, but it cannot start with the first shots without regard for what led up to the war.  Likewise, since history is living and based on contemporary interpretation, we cannot ignore the post-Soviet decade.  Events in Europe, it seems, follow the pattern of destruction when political nationalism led to the disintegration of Europe, and reintegration when the economics and culture led Europeans to downplay nationalism almost to the point of relinquishing sovereignty.  We will have a text to assist in ordering events, but there will also be assigned readings to complement the text.  There will be a research paper as well.  Grading will follow the formula:  Three tests, 70% (20%, 20%, 30%); paper, 20%; and class participation, 10%
HIST 154—Tudor England 1485-1603
TuTh 12:35-1:50

Dr. Carla Hay

Focusing on such dynamic personalities as Henry VIII, Thomas More, Mary Queen of Scots, and Queen Elizabeth I, the course details the political, economic, and social development of Great Britain during the age of the Renaissance and the Reformation.  The student’s grade will be based on quizzes on assigned biographies, full-period examinations (including the final exam) and an 8-10 page paper based on an analysis of a Shakespeare play.

HIST 158—The British Empire
MWF 11:00

Dr. Timothy McMahon

Beginning with a brief overview of the components of the “internal empire,” this course will chart the growth, transformation and decline of the British Empire/Commonwealth from the loss of the American colonies in the 1780s through the handover of <Hong Kong>.  Special emphasis will be paid to the radically different experience of empire by Britons and subject peoples, paying particular attention to the economic, social, and cultural impacts of empire.

HIST 164—Modern Germany

MWF 1:00

Dr. Irene Guenther
 “Modern Germany:  From Unification to Re-Unification”

This course will trace the history of Germany from the foundation of Bismarck’s empire in 1871 to the unification of the two Germanys in 1990.  It surveys the major political, social and cultural developments in modern German history and focuses on the following themes:  democracy and authoritarianism; the construction of ethnic, cultural, social, and gender identities; continuities and discontinuities; myths and memories; and German particularities in their European context.  Course materials will include primary sources in translation and some of the most recent scholarship on German history, as well as literary works, art, and film to examine the complicated role Germany has played in shaping the 19th and 20th centuries.  Given Germany’s contentious history, this course requires you to question certain assumptions, to think critically about the past and the present, and to acknowledge and understand the interconnectedness of nations, of cultures, and of humanity.  

HIST 165—“The Great War”: World War I, 1914-18

TuTh 11:00-12:15

Dr. Julius Ruff
George F. Kennan, one of America’s foremost scholars of international relations, called the First World War “the seminal catastrophe” of the twentieth century.  The war destroyed not only a generation of young men, but much of the pre-war world’s economic, political, and social order. Out of the war’s ruins arose Soviet Communism, Fascism in Italy, and Nazism in Germany, as well as the conditions that produced a second world war and problems that still reverberate in our world today.  In this course we will examine the long-term causes of the war, the nature of the first “total” war, and the political, social, and economic consequences of the conflict.

The course will be built around lectures and discussions of the following readings: David J. Andelman, A Shattered Peace: Versailles 1919 and the Price We Pay Today; John Ellis, Eye-deep in Hell: Trench Warfare in World War I;  David G. Herrmann, The Arming of Europe and the Making of the First World War; and Michael J. Lyons, World War I: A Short History.  The course grade will be based on three examinations (75 percent of course grade) and one paper (25 percent of course grade).

HIST 166—World War II

MWF 10:00

Fr. John P. Donnelly, S.J.
 

This is a lecture course in European history, but since more than 90% of the world’s people were at war, some attention will be given to the Asian/Pacific conflict.  While military and diplomatic history will be central, secondary attention will be given to the home fronts.  Students will read Peter Calvocoressi et al., The Penguin History of the Second World War.  Students will write two papers.  The first is a two page review of a movie about WWII; the professor will provide videos of more than fifty such movies.  The second will be a biographical sketch term paper on a major participant in the war, 10-15 pages.  Graduate students will write a longer term paper.  The movie review will count 10% of the course grade.  The term paper will count 30% of the grade.  There will be a mid term and a final examination, each worth 30% of the course grade.  Questions and oral participation in the class are encouraged.

HIST 170—The Cold War

MWF 12:00

Dr. Alan Ball

Study of the Cold War offers an opportunity to scrutinize diverse nations caught up in a conflict more wide-ranging and—in a nuclear age—more perilous than anything the world had witnessed previously.  This course will survey the origins and nature of the Cold War, with a focus on the first twenty years or so after World War II.  Along the way, topics will include not only international tensions but also the domestic consequences of the Cold War in some of the countries involved.  Together with films from the period and segments from CNN’s Cold War documentary, the course features frequent discussions of primary documents, literature, and recent works by US and Russian historians.

HIST 173—The Caribbean

MWF 11:00

Dr. Michael Donoghue

This course examines the history of the Caribbean from pre-colonial times to the 20th century.  We will explore major topics such as imperialism, slavery, piracy, race, gender, the transformation of work and economy, state formation, U.S. intervention, and competing political systems.  These topics will be discussed in the context of an island or a region, depending on each week’s focus.  Emphasis will be given to the differences in historical experience and to the complex interactions of the diverse peoples and cultures that make up the Caribbean.   The course will employ a lecture-discussion format and grades will be calculated as follows:  midterm exam, 20%; final exam, 30%: 3 short papers, 30%; class participation and weekly writing exercises, 20%. 

HIST 184—Modern China

MWF 12:00

Dr. Daniel Meissner

This course examines the unique, complex and compelling issues facing China from the beginning of the nineteenth century to the present.  The first half of the course will explore the theme "Reform or Revolution?: Changing Realities in China."  We will investigate the internal and external forces which generated and directed political, economic and social change in China prior to Imperial collapse in 1911.  The final half of the course will focus on the theme: "Right or Left?: China's New Polity."  We will trace the intricate route of China's search for stable government after the collapse of the Qing, through the turbulent years of Mao Zedong, the economic reforms of Deng Xiaoping, the transition era of Jiang Zemin, and the present policies of Hu Juntao.  The goals of this course are to develop a comprehensive understanding of China's modern historical development, and to encourage students to analyze current events from a China-centered perspective.   

HIST 193—Internship in Public History


Dr. John Krugler

HIST 196/1001—Undergraduate Seminar: Africa and the West

M 2:00-4:00

Dr. Chima Korieh 

Focusing on Sub-Sahara Africa, this course explores Africa’s encounter with Europe from the mid-15th century to the end of colonialism.  We will examine the socio-economic imperatives of European explorations of the African coast from the fifteenth century and the forms of exchange that occurred.  The seminar will then examine the emergence of the Atlantic slave trade and the impact on African societies.  We will also explore the post-abolition transitions in the political economy of African societies and analyze the conditions that led to emergence of imperialism and the colonization of Africa.  We will explore the motives and impacts of these encounters on African societies through the lenses of political economy, race and gender.  This research seminar will include readings of primary and secondary sources, active participation in weekly discussions, a research project and class presentation.

HIST 196/1002—Undergraduate Seminar: Legacies: The Civil War Era

Tu 2:00-4:00
Dr. James Marten

Legacies: The Civil War Era is a research seminar in which students will write a 20-25 pp. paper based on primary sources on an issue related to the memory, commemoration, and legacies of the Civil War Era in American life.  Among the possible issues are lives of and attitudes toward Civil War veterans; the aftermath of slavery; race in the United States as reflected in the prism of ideas about the Civil War; celebrations of notable events and reunions of participants; and the ways in which politicians and others have used the memory of the Civil War to promote specific interpretations and political campaigns.  Final grades will be based on the paper, class participation, and a few small preliminary assignments during the first three or four weeks of the course.

HIST 197/1001—Undergraduate Colloquium in History: Topics in Jesuit History
W 2:00-4:00
Fr. Thomas Worcester, S.J.

Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) obtained papal approval in 1540 for a new religious order called the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits).  This course examines the religious and cultural significance of the Jesuits, from their origins in sixteenth-century Europe to the international order that exists today.  Topics include Jesuits as teachers, scholars, preachers, spiritual directors, and missionaries; Jesuit work among the elite and the powerful as well as among the poor and the oppressed; and post-Vatican II Jesuit goals and priorities as shared with a growing diversity of colleagues, students, and alumni/ae.  Readings include primary sources such as letters of St. Ignatius, reports from Jesuits in seventeenth-century New France, and recent works by Jesuit theologians. Among major secondary sources we will read is The Cambridge Companion to the Jesuits (Cambridge University Press, 2008).    

HIST 197/1002—Undergraduate Colloquium in History: Everyday Life in the Midwest
TuTh 11:00-12:15
Dr. Thomas Jablonsky

An intensive reading/discussion class that will focus upon the ordinary life patterns of both rural and urban Midwesterns between the early nineteenth century and the middle of the twentieth century.  We will examine case studies that touch upon issues such as the environment, family life, gender roles, schooling, work habits, and recreation.  Students will conclude the semester with an in-depth analysis of the social history processes that we have examined.

HIST 198/1001—Special Topics in History: Age of the Samurai
MWF 12:00

Dr. Michael Wert


The purpose of this course is to introduce students to basic themes in pre-1900 Japanese history, in particular the time when Japan was ruled by samurai.  Topics include the rise of the military government, regional and global interaction, as well as changes in culture, economy and society throughout ancient, medieval and early modern Japan.  I want us all to improve our critical thinking skills and question the assumptions we have about <<Japan>> and the pre-modern world in general.  Even though this class is about ¡Èold <<Japan>>¡É there will be a constant dialog with modern-day issues.  This class will consist of lectures, discussion, two papers, a midterm and final.
HIST 198/1002—Special Topics in History: History of Byzantine Empire
TuTh 12:35-1:50
Dr. Phillip Naylor


The significance of the Byzantine Empire is often understated in Western Civilization textbooks. It officially began with the founding of Constantinople in 330 and ended with the fall of that city to the Ottoman Turks in 1453.  Thus, we will study together a millennium of fascinating history that bridged from late antiquity to early modernity. Given its location—the empire straddled Europe, Asia, and Africa—we will have ample opportunities to apply “transcultural history,” the history that deals with encounters and interactions between and among civilizations and societies.  Students will discover an array of emperors and empresses who sustained Greco-Roman Civilization in the East while Western Europe experienced its formative German-Roman fusion. The relationship with Islam will receive particular attention too.  Classes will feature a lecture-discussion format.  Students should expect subjective and objective components to exams and a research paper.  Since our library holds exceptional resources, including all the Dumbarton Oaks Papers, research papers will permit deeper considerations of Byzantine economics, politics, society, culture, and religion (Eastern Orthodoxy) as well as relations with Muslim and Western and Eastern European states.  Assigned readings will include primary document narratives from distinguished Byzantines.

HIST 896—Senior Experience: Invasions of the Americas
Th 2:00-4:00

Dr. John Krugler & Dr. Laura Matthew







Our Eurocentric history presents the history of the Americas from the perspective of the invaders, most notably, the Spanish and the English.  Can these perspectives be reversed?  This course challenges history majors to rethink their understanding of the past.  HIST 896 will explore this question by looking first at the status of Native American cultures at contact.  It will consider, inter alia, the Spanish and English invasions, how native populations dealt with the threats to their cultural integrity, the enticements offered by European weapons and trade goods, and the long-term impact of successive European invasions on native populations and the environment.  Geographically the course will traverse from the first contacts in the West Indies, to Mesoamerica, to Virginia and the North American Southeast, as the clash of cultures played out from 1492 into the 18th century.  Important topics include the Origins Question (where and when did the first Americans enter the continent?); the Columbian Exchange and demographic collapse of American populations (how many were here, how many died?); the Black Legend (were the Spanish worse than the English?); war and diplomacy (and lying and deceit); notions of race and racism; runaways and captives; communication barriers and cultural mediators (who were the interpreters?); cultural accommodations; how each perceived the “other” (and the nasty names they called each other); and the role of perspective and myth in historical interpretation. 

HIST 896 is a reading-intensive class.  Lectures will introduce the topics and supplement the required readings.  A significant portion of each of the two-hour class periods will be devoted to discussing the assigned readings.  Assessment will be based on three essays (7-8 pages of text), short assignments for class, and participation in discussions.

