I was born in Puerto Rico and have lived in the United States for six years. Being bilingual and more recently learning two other languages, has given me the opportunity to experience how speaking other languages can enrich someone’s life. I believe that language learning allows individual and social growth by tearing down one of the main barriers that we encounter when interacting with people from other cultures. Furthermore, languages are real-life tools that can enhance people’s daily social and professional interactions. 

At Marquette, I teach Spanish courses of varying levels and serve as one of the faculty advisers for the Global Medical Brigades –MU Chapter. During my career as an instructor, I have taught students of various proficiency levels and ages, in groups and individual lessons. As an educator, I focus on developing activities that help my students develop intercultural competence, oral and written proficiency, and increase their motivation and interest in the target language and culture. 

My current research focuses on Second Language Acquisition (SLA) and Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL). I believe that, when used appropriately, technology can enhance students’ experience and foster learning by providing opportunities to improve communication and collaboration. The integration of technology to a lesson or course should be seamless. 

My interests also include designing seminars and workshops for faculty development and researching the Spanish American short story and the Spanish Golden Age.
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